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MDE201 Media Literacy and Critical Thinking 1L:1T:0P 2 Credits 

 
This course equips students with essential media literacy and critical thinking skills to 

analyze and navigate various media forms. It covers the dynamics of media production 

and ownership in India, ethical and regulatory considerations, and enhances digital 

literacy for responsible online engagement. Through comprehensive study and practical 

exercises, students will learn to critically engage with media content, uncover biases, and 

make informed decisions in media consumption and production. 

Course Objective(s): 

1. Develop critical thinking skills to analyse various media forms effectively and 

identify underlying biases. 

2. Foster media literacy principles for navigating digital media landscapes and 

evaluating credibility. 

3. Explore media production dynamics and ownership structures in the Indian 

context. 

4. Address ethical and regulatory considerations in media practices. 

5. Enhance digital media literacy for responsible online engagement and combating 

misinformation. 

Course Content: 

 
Unit 1: Foundations of Media Literacy and Critical Thinking 

Core principles of media literacy and critical thinking; Definition and significance of 

media literacy, its historical evolution within the Indian context; Understanding media 

as a powerful communication tool and its role in shaping societal perceptions and 

behaviors. 

Unit 2: Deconstructing Media Texts 

Forms of media texts, including print, broadcast, digital, and social media; Textual 

analysis and the deconstruction of visual media using semiotics; The impact of media 

representations on individual perceptions and societal attitudes, from relevant case 

studies in the Indian context. 

Unit 3: Media Consumption and Production Dynamics 

Dynamics of media production, distribution, and consumption in India: Influence of 

ownership and control structures on media content; Techniques for critically evaluating 

media content and analysing audience consumption patterns 

Unit 4: Ethics, Regulation, and Digital Media Literacy 

Ethical and regulatory considerations inherent in media practices and the evolving 

landscape of digital media literacy. Ethical principles in media, the regulatory framework 

governing media content, and the role of self-regulatory bodies in upholding ethical 

standards; Digital media's impact on contemporary media literacy practices, strategies 

for navigating online information, and promoting digital citizenship. 
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Course Outcome(s): 

1. Demonstrate proficiency in analysing media texts and identifying implicit messages 

and ideologies. 

2. Apply media literacy principles to make informed decisions about media 

consumption and production. 

3. Understand the complexities of media production, distribution, and audience 

behavior. 

4. Adhere to ethical standards in media content creation and consumption. 

5. Promote responsible digital citizenship by navigating online information critically 

and combating misinformation. 
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