
Core II 
Basic Psychological Processes 

Introduction:  
The course is designed to provide the student a basic understanding of the psychological 
processes from perception to memory. The student will be given exposure to the concepts, 
terminology, principles, relating to each of the mental processes that constitute human 
psychology. 

Course Outcomes 
 To help the students to understand the mental processes to begin with perceptions up 

to how it results in learning and memory.  
 To help the students gather knowledge about the structural and functional dynamics of 

most of the mental processes and their interconnectedness.  

Unit I: Perception 
 Basics of sensation- Sensory receptors (eye and ear), Nature of perceptual process; 

Figure and ground perceptions, Gestalt laws 
 Perceptual constancies, hallucinations and illusions, Perception of depth and distance 

Learning Outcomes 

 Understand the basic perceptual processes involved in creating and interpreting 
different events.  

 
Unit II: Learning & Memory 

 Nature and principles of Classical conditioning, Operant conditioning, and 
observational learning  

 The Atkinson and Schifrin Model of Memory; Types of Memory- episodic, semantic 
and procedural; Causes of Forgetting- interference, repression, and amnesia 

Learning Outcomes 

 Gain knowledge of the important processes and principles of human learning. 
 Understand the structural functional attributes of human memory to help conserve the 

learning outcomes. 
 

Unit III: Thinking and Reasoning 

 Thinking process; concepts, categories and prototypes, Decision making and factors 
influencing decision making. 

 Inductive and deductive reasoning; Problem solving approaches; Steps in problem 
solving 

Learning Outcomes 

 Illustrate the important aspects of thinking and reasoning process.  



 

Unit IV: Practical 
 Learning Curve: To demonstrate the Learning Curve as a function of learning trials 

using Non-sense Syllables. 
 Serial Position Effect: To demonstrate the serial position effect on memory in learning 

a list of nonsense syllables. 
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