Core VIII Semester-1V
Indian Politics

Course Objectives:

The course adopts a historical-analytical framework to foster a critical understanding of the
Constitutional design and governmental institutional framework in India, along with the
insight on the changing nature of state, situating them within historical political processes. It
seeks to acquaint students with the multifaceted manifestations of politics in India, examining
the diverse mechanisms through which power is wielded and distributed across societal
dimensions of caste, class, ethnicity, gender, region, language, and religion. It aims at
elucidating how social power shapes and mediates the political processes. Learners would
explore the interplay between caste, religion, and politics, as well as constitutional provisions
for self-governance, autonomy, and development, particularly for tribal communities under
the Fifth and Sixth Schedules. The course also elucidates the legal and constitutional
mechanisms aimed at empowering the marginalized groups. Further, the course delves into
the complex interplay between political parties, electoral systems, and governance structures

in India's democratic landscape to render useful insights on the dynamics of Indian Politics.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

The course would develop among students a critical and comprehensive understanding of
India's nation-building process, identity politics, political parties, and electoral process. This
would enable them to analyse state policies, socio-political contexts, and democratic
participation across diverse segments of Indian society. The unit-wise course outcome is

given below.

Unit-I: The learners would be familiarised with the process of nation building and the
changing dynamics of state in terms of policy intervention for vulnerable groups. Further, the
complex understanding of the social cleavages would enable them to critically assess state’s

response within the broader socio-political context of India.

Unit-II: The learners would develop awareness on different social groups like caste, tribe,
gender, their sense of self, persistence, and demand for recognition in the broader socio-
political and historical contexts in India. Further, the complex understanding of identity

politics, constitutional safeguards, issues of privileges, discrimination, mobilisation, and



politicization in the context of these sections of the society would enable them to develop

insights for policy formulation and identify gaps in effective policy making.

Unit-III: The learners would gain comprehensive understanding of the debates surrounding
secularism, communalism, minority rights, regionalism, language diversity and demand for
separate statehood. This will enable them to critically analyse the dynamics of Indian politics
and the interplay of these identities in shaping the political process in India. This will harness

their domain skills for future engagement in the public sector.

Unit-IV: The learners would demonstrate knowledge of political parties and party system in
India. The awareness of the manner in which representation and electoral competition play
out in Indian politics will enable them to evolve critical insights on voting behaviour and

democratic participation of different segments of the population.
Course Content:

Unit-I: Major Contestations in Indian Politics
a) Nation Building: Processes & Challenges
b) Changing Nature of Indian State: Social Base of Power- Class, Caste, Ethnicity, &
Gender; Welfare State & Neo-liberal State
c) Social Justice and Affirmative Action Policies
Unit-11: Identity Politics — I
a) Caste in Politics and Politicization of Caste, Dalits, and Backward Castes
b) Tribe: Constitutional Provisions- Fifth & Sixth Schedules, Development and
Displacement, Forest Rights Act& Challenges
¢) Gender: Participation and Representation of women in democratic institutions
Unit-I11: Identity Politics - 11
a) Religion: Debates on Secularism and Communalism, Minority Rights
b) Region and Regionalism: Autonomy and Statehood movements
c) Language: Linguistic Diversity and Constitutional Provisions, Linguistic
Reorganization of states

Unit-III: Party System and Electoral Process

a) Indian party system: National and State parties, Trends in party system, Politics of
Defection, Coalition Politics

b) Electoral Process in India: Electoral reforms, Trends in voting behaviour



¢)

Electoral Politics: Participation, Representation, and Mobilisation of different

sections.
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The internet resources include online articles and e-contents published on websites, blogs, e-

Newspaper, online magazines, or scholarly journals, digital repositories, Audio- Visual
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Activities to do:

1.

Go through the manifesto of different political parties and form several groups and
organise debates on contemporary issues among these group representing these
parties.

Make posters on conduct of free and fair elections and aware the local people
regarding judicious use of their voting rights.

Go through the twitter and media campaigns of different political parties and make a

comparative analysis together with your friends.



Make a field visit to any Court nearby your locality and write a report on the
proceeding of a court.

Stage a short play on communal harmony depicting the essence of unity in diversity in

India.



